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General Meeting—Tuesday 2 May 7.30 p.m. via Zoom 
Speaker: Guy Dutson, Geelong Field Naturalists Club 
Topic: Fauna of Papua New Guinea 


General Meeting—Tuesday 6 June 7.30 p.m. via Zoom 
Speaker: Elodie Camprasse, Deakin University 
Topic: Spider crabs 


In the last few months we have welcomed to the club... 


Christy Marsh-Trombelli, Norlane; Tom Agar, Geelong; Geoff Tout-Smith, Highton; 
Ethan Grills, Lara; Michael and Joan Hofmann, Corio 


We wish them a long and happy association. 


Club Meetings and Excursions 


We plan to run a mixture of ‘Zoom and Room for club meetings, taking into account where the speaker is based and 
the season: winter events will mainly be via Zoom. For General and Bird Group meetings at the Botanic Gardens the 
meeting room will be open by 7.30 p.m. so always feel free to come early for a chat, or maybe check out the Library, as 
we like to start meetings at 8.00 p.m. 

For all meetings and excursions please do NOT attend if you are feeling unwell. 

Check the club website, Facebook, or the email Newsletters for any last-minute changes to what may be listed in the 
Geelong Naturalist or the Program. 


Submissions to Geelong Naturalist 


Submissions for the next magazine will be due on Monday 29 May 
Early lodgement of articles (small & large—maximum 2 pages) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 
Photographs—appropriately labelled, digital as .jog—to the editor. 
The editor for the June edition of the Geelong Naturalist is Alison Watson alisonw5//@gmail.com 


Useful Links 


Our website is www.gtfnc.org.au. Anyone can visit, but if you wish to add observations you need to register. Just email 
info@ginc.org.au and ask for a username and temporary password. 


The website calendar is kept up to date with upcoming activities, and now includes more information on events. 
www.gfnc.org.au/meetings/calendar-all/ 

Many of our Zoom meetings have been recorded and are available for viewing if you missed out. It can take a few 
weeks for them to be posted as they need to be edited. You can find them at hitos://www.dropbox.com/ 
sh/6wnnoji3jsusw10/AABotwt9v6w-deaOZodSBiEN Ta?dl=0 


Recent copies of our magazine and bird report are available from Trove. The Geelong Naturalist is at bit.ly/ 
Geelong Naturalist and the Geelong Bird Report is bit.ly/BirdReport 


We have a Facebook Page open to all www.facebook.com/geelongfnc and a Facebook Group open to club members 
to share things www.facebook.com/groups/GeelongFNCGroup Just visit and ask to join. 


Our Instagram account is www.instagram.com/geelongfieldnaturalists/ 


We get most newsletters and journals from other clubs electronically these days. They are all saved at bit.ly/ 
GFNCJournals. The index to our Library is here bit.ly/GFNCLibrary 


The front cover images show three species of Drosea Sundews that can be seen in our region. From left to right: 
Drosera pygmaea Pygmy Sundew, photo taken by Bernie Lingham, 23/4/23; the unusual D. binata Fork-leaved Sundew 
photo by Lorraine Phelan, 21/4/23 and D. aberrans Scented Sundew, photo by Lorraine Phelan, 22/4/23. All three 
species were observed in the Carlisle heath area of the Otway Ranges. 


The back cover photo by Donna Smithyman shows a Brolga family, Sparrovale wetlands, 20/4/23 (see also the report 
on the Results of the Annual Brolga Flocking Survey p. 6). 


Committee news 


t our first meeting of the new Committee in April we 
welcomed Brad Ferrier, whose main responsibility 
will be our program of events. 


We agreed to help fund a Bellarine Biodiversity Forum to 
be held later this year, for the purpose of sharing 
knowledge and ideas and to develop strategies that 
encourage action to redress the ongoing loss of 
biodiversity across the Bellarine Peninsula. We agreed to 
purchase new high-quality motion detector cameras for 
the Fauna Group, aS we move away from trapping as the 
primary way to survey mammals. We've again funded a 
$1500 scholarship for a Gordon Conservation and Land 


Graham Possingham, President 


Management Student—the choice of recipient of the 
scholarship will be made later this year. 


As we move to cooler and darker evenings many 
meetings will be on Zoom, so watch the Newsletters (and 
Facebook if you use it) for the links. We'll be back in the 
room for most meetings in September. Zoom meetings 
are at 7.30 p.m. not 8.00 p.m., and it’s best to log in a few 
minutes earlier so that we can start on time. The details 
are always in the Calendar on our website, hittps:// 


www.gtnc.org.au/meetings/calendar-all/ and you can 
export details to your ‘digital’ calendar if you use one. 


Important changes ahead for our Geelong Naturalist 


Bernie Lingham, Publications and Communications Subcommittee 


s mentioned in last month’s ‘President's Report 

2022’ (Geelong Naturalist April 2023 p. 4), a review 
of the club’s valued publication has been underway for 
several months. The review analysed and reported the 
member feedback responses gathered late last year 
regarding their views about the Geelong Naturalist. 


Feedback was generally very positive, showing readers 
were strongly connected to, and engaged with, the 
magazine. The content was described as relevant and of 
interest and the publication was described by members 
as a communication tool and magazine of record, 
documenting our local natural history observations and 
club activities (past, present and future). The magazine 
was considered to be ‘more than a newsletter’ —a 
Significant publication that should leave a legacy and be 
digitally preserved into the foreseeable future. 


However, while the publication is clearly valued and 
meets many needs, there are areas where readers/ 
members indicated it could and should be improved. The 
club has responded to that feedback and a number of 
Significant changes will soon occur to the publication. 


The most significant change ahead is that the 
Geelong Naturalist will change from a monthly to a 
quarterly publication. 


A quarterly publication provides those reporting and 
evaluating our natural history data/observations with a 
more robust dataset consolidated across a 3-month 
period, as well as allowing them more time and 
opportunity for data analysis and report writing. 


The first issue of the quarterly Geelong Naturalist will be 
September 2023 and the final issue of the current style 
Geelong Naturalist is next month, June 2023. 


The regular twice-monthly club email Newsletter will 
continue as usual. 


Other changes include: 


e increasing content with a strong focus on citizen 
science and education through inclusion of more 
In-depth analytical articles or reports 

e time sensitive information, such as notices about 
upcoming excursions and events, as well as 
general club news or short informal members 
contributions will not appear in the quarterly 
Geelong Naturalist but will be disseminated via the 
club Newsletter, website or social media channels 

e we will move to using new magazine production 
software and create a publication template which 
will streamline production of each issue. 


These changes will take time to implement. We 
acknowledge that it will take us a while to adjust to the 
different publishing schedule. Members will need to rely 
more on the club’s online communication channels for a 
range of information, including details of events and 
activities. 


The Editorial Team is currently working on development 
of the new-style Geelong Naturalist. Its not too late to 
have your say, so please email me your thoughts or 
ideas for the new publication at info@gfnc.org.au 


Tax-deductible donations can be made to the Geelong Field Naturalists Environment Fund at any time. 
Donations will be used for the environmental purposes of the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 


Donate by electronic funds transfer: 
CBA Account BSB 063 633 Account No. 1028 7433 


Please ensure that the transfer is identified with your name and that it is a donation to the GFN Environment 
Fund. We will issue you with a numbered receipt suitable for taxation purposes. Donations of $2.00 or more are tax- 


deductible. 
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Boneseeding in the You Yangs 
60th ANNIVERSARY 
Saturday 27 and Sunday 28 May, 9.00 a.m.—3.00 p.m. 


Leaders: Rob Beardsley and Deborah Evans 


As 2023 is the 60th year of the GFNC's You Yangs Boneseed Control Program, we're appealing to your ‘sense of 
occasion’ and inviting you to be part of this significant milestone year. The club’s ongoing commitment to this project is 
an example of what can be achieved through perseverance in the face of what many consider an insurmountable 
undertaking. Congratulations Geelong Field Naturalists Club. 


_ GEELONG FIELD A NATURALISTS CLUB INC. 


-t — eg e— y a; m 


BONESEED CONTROL PROGRAM _ 


— T iil a 


ACTIVE SINCE 1963 


West Walk, near The Saddle Photo: Rob Beardsley 


To commemorate the club’s 60 years of dedication to boneseed control in the You Yangs a group photograph of all 
present will be taken on both days, at the assembly area prior to commencement of work. 


Where: The Saddle 
Directions: 


e after entering the You Yangs Regional Park, take the sealed road to the Turntable which is clearly marked with 
Parks Victoria signs 

e our assembly area is reached via the Turntable car park access to Rockwell Rd—the entry gate to Rockwell Rd 
is located to the right of the toilet block 

e the gate will be unlocked at 8.45.a.m. and at 9.00 a.m. we will travel in convoy to our assembly area; likewise at 
3.00 p.m. for departure 

e if you arrive after 9.00 a.m. the gate will be closed but unlocked 

e the Rangers are happy to leave the gate unlocked provided you close it after entry or exit 

e there will be a witch's hat in front of the gate to deter visitors parking over the painted 'NO PARKING' sign 

e remove and reposition as required on entry or exit. 


NOTE: When travelling from the Rockwell Rd access gate to our assembly area Parks Victoria requires all vehicles to 
have HAZARD LIGHTS OPERATING. This is due to many hikers/families using Rockwell Rd as a walking track so the 
road is considered a shared zone. Please be mindful of this if you arrive late or leave early and adjust your speed 
accordingly i.e. 20 km or less. 


Bring: Gloves, eye protection (some safety glasses will be available if you don’t have any), mattock (optional). Wear 
Suitable clothing i.e. long sleeves/trousers, high visibility vest/top and robust footwear. Plus bring morning tea/lunch, 
sunscreen, hat, rain gear (depending on weather forecast), camera, binoculars and hand sanitiser. 


Contact: Beforehand, Deborah Evans 0424 292 447 or Rob Beardsley 03 5241 1951 mobile number 0455 432 353. 
On the day/days Rob Beardsley on his mobile. 


Working With Children Checks (reminder) 


Please note: Parks Victoria now requires all ‘regular’ adult volunteers on their reserves to hold a current Working With 
Children Check (WWCC) or equivalent, such as Teacher Registration. 


Boneseeding and Fauna Surveys are considered to be volunteering. Club excursions are not. ‘Regular’ is not as yet 


well defined. Register for your WWCC here https://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/individuals/applicants/how-to- 
apply-1 


For any queries, please contact info@gfnc.org.au 
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March-April fauna report—some highlights 


fter many years spent completing monthly reports of 
the regional fauna reported to the GFNC, Trevor 
Pescott has taken a well-earned rest. His extensive 
knowledge of our local mammals, reptiles and frogs 
added much interest and information to the reports he 
submitted to the Geelong Naturalist. 


Members of the Fauna Group will continue to submit 
monthly or quarterly reports so please record your fauna 
observations via the GFNC website or iNaturalist. In 
particular, observations of rare fauna, species outside 
their normal range, or species displaying interesting 
behaviour will be selected. Observations with 
photographs or sound recordings that assist in the 
confirmation of species identification can be placed in 
iNaturalist (and on the GFNC website). If photographs or 
audio recordings are not available, detailed written 
observations can be submitted to the GFNC website. 


The following observational data were selected from: 


GFNC website records submitted as Mammal 
Observations, and Reptiles and Amphibians Observations 


https://www.gfnc.org.au/observations 


GFNC iNaturalist Fauna Collection project 


https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/projects/gfnc-fauna- 
collection?tab=observations 


Short-beaked Echidna: 
2//03/23 Thirteenth Beach (GA). Sheltering under 
boardwalk where seen a week previously. 


07/04/23 1.00 p.m. on a warm, sunny day, Yaugher (TP). 
Wandering from a waterhole, foraging and investigating a 
bull-ant nest. 


Koala: 
02/04/23 Anakie Gorge (CFr, GA). One in eucalypt at 
Stony Creek picnic ground; another calling nearby. 


Common Ringtail Possum: 
26/03/23 Anakie Gorge (BL). Three noted in the gorge 
when spotlighting. 


Sugar Glider: 
26/03/23 Anakie Gorge (BL). Noted in the gorge when 
spotlighting. One in a eucalypt and two on a dead tree. 


24/04/23 Bannockburn Flora & Fauna Reserve (SRo). 
Seen while spotlighting. 


Barry Lingham for the Fauna Group 


Black Wallaby: 
01/04/23 Buckley Falls (CFr). Small individual grazing 
near carpark downstream from Buckley Falls. 


Lesser Long-eared Bat: 
28/03/23 Highton (CFr). Found dead on a back porch. 


Cunningham’s Skink: 
01/04/23 Buckley Falls (HSc). Sunning in groove in 
boulder. 


Eastern Three-lined Skink: 
13/03/23 (BL). Sandy area of Ocean Grove Nature 
Reserve. 


Glossy Grass Skink: 
09/03/23 (SRo). St Leonards Salt Swamp. 


Eastern Smooth Frog: 
08/04/23 Bambra (TP). One found under some fallen 
bark, others heard calling from around the waterhole. 


Observers: BL, Barry Lingham; CFr, Chrissy Freestone; 
GA, George Appleby; HSc, Helen Schofield; SRo, Scott 
Roloh; TP, Trevor Pescott. 


Comments 

Sugar Gliders may be an under-reported species as they 
usually require a walk after dark with a spotlight to see 
them. 


The Lesser Long-eared Bat is found across Australia, 
except in wet tropical areas of Queensland. 


Cunningham’s Skink is a very large skink that inhabits 
rocky outcrops. They have a fragmented distribution 
across south eastern Australia. 


The Glossy Grass Skink is listed as endangered in the 
Victorian Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act. It is found in 
vegetation near wetlands or saltmarsh. 


Visitors to the wetter Otway areas will often hear the loud, 
piping ‘creeeek, crik, crik, crik’ of the Eastern Smooth 
Frog in autumn. 


Back copies of the Geelong Naturalist 


While the recent past issues of the Geelong Naturalist are available in digital form via Trove Geelong Naturalist and all 
issues, apart from a few small gaps, are held on the Biodiversity Heritage Library, we still do have print copies of the 
magazine held in storage. 


If you hold a set and are missing some issues for your collection, let us Know and we may be able to provide missing 
issues. However, you will need to advise us within the next month as we are planning to dispose of these 
at the end of May. 


Contact Rod Lowther rod.lowther@live.com with details of the year and issue number you are seeking. 
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April butterfly report 
Valda Dedman 


ewer species were reported this month with Common Browns being by far the most numerous, with a few Meadow 
Argus and some Jezebels. The most unusual observation was a Tailed Emperor flying along the top of the dunes 
at 13th Beach. 


Observers: 
DTy, David Tytherleigh; GA, George Appleby; GP, Graham Possingham; JN, John Newman; JPo, Jenny Possingham; 
MHe, Marilyn Hewish; WCo, Wendy Cook. 


Cabbage White 11/4/23 Highton 10 along street; sunshine 
2/4/23 You Yangs 2 on mistletoe in Branding Yard area GP, JPo 


18/4/23 Meredith On Irish Strawberry bush; 3 females and 1 
battered male 


21/3/23 | Meredith 1 flying 


29/3/23 Geelong Botanic | 1 weathered specimen feeding in flowering 
Gardens Buddleja 


Spotted Jezebel 


Imperial Jezebel 


6/4/23 | Whinray Rd WCo 
Meredith otringybark tree 
leading to Percy Baxter Lodge 


18/4/23 


Australian Painted Lady | 18/4/23 
17/4/23 
18/4/23 
21/4/23 
3/4/23 


Yellow Admiral 


Meadow Argus 


11/4/23 
18/4/23 
18/4/23 
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Sign Post 1 flying W along the top of the dune in 


13th Beach moderate NW wind; cloudy with sunny breaks; 
cool—slightly warm 


You Yangs 50; all female, seen along much of Branding GP, JPo 
Yard Track 


28/3/23 
9/4/23 


Common Brown 


0/4/23 


Whinray Rd About 70 females along 200 m of Whinray Rd 
Meredith 

Eclipse Rd 1 female flying at 4.40 p.m. 

Brisbane Ranges 


W 
8/4/23 W 


10/4/23 


Long Forest 10; scattered along Djerriwarrh Track from gate | MHe 
Djerriwarrh Track | to creek; all females 
Highton 3 females in garden; sunshine 


Long Forest 4 females passed through over 30 minutes 
Djerriwarrh Track 


oteiglitz 1 very worn specimen flying around 


11/4/23 
18/4/23 


18/4/33 
15/4/23 
14/4/23 


Shouldered Brown 
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Common Grass-blue Geelong West 4 flying around in sun and warmth on nature 


Strip; approx. 1.30 p.m. 
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Geelong Nature Forum 2023—can you help? 
The Geelong Nature Forum is on again this year. 


The Forum is a joint project between the Geelong Field Naturalists Club and the City of Greater Geelong. However, it 

has expanded in scope and has morphed into a festival with nature-based displays to run at multiple sites; excursions 
and other outdoor activities to be held over the region. The timing will coincide with Victoria Biodiversity Month and the 
spring Victorian school holidays. We are hoping to have 20 or more environmental groups involved. 


The draft program below, showing locations and dates, seeks to engage nearby residents and the local community, 
and promote biodiversity with the theme of the festival being ‘Our Backyard’. 

e Urban—Geelong Central (Fri 15 Sep to Fri 22 Sep) 

e Coast—Bellarine (Sat 23 Sep to Fri 29 Sep) 

e Wetlands—Armstrong Creek (Sat 30 Sep to Fri 6 Oct) 

e Waterways—Waurn Ponds (Sat 7 Oct to Fri 13 Oct) 

e Plains—Northern Geelong (Sat 14 Oct to Fri 20 Oct) 

e Hills—Anakie (Sat 21 Oct to Fri 27 Oct) 

e Closing events—Geelong Botanic Gardens (Sat 28 Oct to Sun 29 Oct) 


We have four working groups that are undertaking planning and decision making on what gets included and how we 
promote the event. These working groups are: 


e Nature's Beauty—Art and creative activities 

e Nature's Future—Youth and school engagement 

e Nature's Helpers—DIY backyard project/on-ground works, tours, educational activities 
e Logistics/communications/engagement 


If you have a skill in any of the areas above, we would very much appreciate your assistance and involvement 
in one of these working groups. It is not expected to be a time demanding role, but your ideas and input will help to 
decide the scope and direction of the event. 


Please let Rod Lowther know via email rod.lowther@live.com if you're interested or wish to discuss a possible 
contribution. 


SAVE THE DATE 


GFNC Weekend excursion 
Stawell and Grampians—plants and wildflowers, birds, history and geology 
13—15 October 2023 


Stawell has a lot to offer the field naturalist. 


This trip includes visits to areas of interest including Big Hill which overlooks the region—a good place to get our 
bearings; Pleasant Creek, an original diggings and town site area, home to many birds and other species; Lake 
Lonsdale, a significant First Nations cultural area, which comprises a shallow sand lake surrounded by farmland and 
lightly treed forest, including Greenhole Reserve; Deep Lead Flora and Fauna Reserve and the Deep Lead ironbark 
forest which are fantastic for wildflowers; Halls Gap and also Heatherlie Quarry, areas rich in history, geology and 
wildflowers. 


The trip runs from Friday afternoon and concludes at lunchtime Sunday. 


For this trip, you will need to book your own accommodation. We can meet for pub dinners or there are picnic facilities 
at Cato Park just across from the Central Park, home of the Stawell Gift. 


Please register your interest with Kate Kirkhope kkirkhope@gqmail.com including your contact details. 


A detailed itinerary will be available closer to the time. 
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Results of the Annual Brolga Flocking Survey—22 April 2023 


irstly, | would like to thank all those who gave their 

time to conduct this important survey. For the first 
time sites on the Bellarine Peninsula and the Western 
Treatment Plant were included giving a better picture of 
the Brolga population in southern Victoria. 


To summarise the survey results a total of 40 Brolgas 
were seen on the day and of these 10 (25%) were 
juveniles or immature birds. This is quite remarkable and 
is hopefully a sign of a better future for this endangered 
Species. 


Photo: Tracey Langley 


Brolgas, Armytage Road 


Trevor Hodson 


The Sites: 


e Sparrovale Wetlands—eight Brolgas including two 
immature birds 

e Hospital Swamp and Reedy Lake—no Brolgas 
reported 

e Western Treatment Plant—11 Brolgas including 
three immature birds and one juvenile bird 

e Cundare Barrage-seven Brolgas including one 
immature bird 

e Cundare Pool-four Brolgas including two 
immature birds 

e Wetland on Eurack-Cressy Road-two adult 
Brolgas 

e Armytage Road-six Brolgas including one 
immature bird 

e Barunah Plains—two adult Brolgas. 


At the same time, surveys were being undertaken further 
to the west around Willaura and Dundonnell and these 
results will be published later when collated. 


To all the willing helpers: Donna, Craig, Troy, Karyn, 
George, Chrissy, Robert, Richard, Margaret, Tracey and 
Raya big thank you from Inka, Richard and myself for 
giving your time. It is thought that over time the wetland 
at Sparrovale may become an established flocking site. 
We can only wait for next year’s survey to see if that 
eventuates. 


April bird observations—some highlights 


his month has revealed a dazzling array of bird 
sightings across many haunts throughout the region. 


The inspirational Sparrovale Wetlands, a most welcome 
addition to our Lower Barwon wetland system, have been 
stunning these past few weeks. Whilst still restricted 
access while development to the site is ongoing, there is 
satisfying viewing from surrounding access roads and 
Surveys do occur semi-regularly. This month several new 
species have been detected for the site—two Blue-billed 
Ducks and more than 300 Pink-eared Ducks were a 
sight to behold, as was the solitary Cape Barren Goose. 
A formal region-wide Brolga survey saw eight Brolgas at 
these wetlands with two families each with one 
dependent young, and a third pair. High numbers of 
Eurasian Coots at Sparrovale, some 391 birds, were 
unexpected, and 62 Cattle Egrets with nearby grazing 
cattle was probably the largest flock reported since 156 in 
Drysdale in July 2022 and up to 200 at Deans Marsh in 
October 2022. Cattle Egret were also notable with five 
seen on the beach at Blue Rocks with 21 White-faced 
Herons—what an unusual site and noteworthy 
observation. Nine Cape Barren Geese was a notable 
find from Cundare Barrage. 
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John Newman and Craig Morley 


In contrast to Sparrovale with very high-water levels the 
nearby Hospital Swamps, which are intricately connected 
to Sparrovale, have had a gradual drop in water levels 
and suit the many birds seen there. Australian Spotted 
Crakes have been seen readily along the narrow muddy 
margins in several areas within this system. It was great 
news to hear that a Buff-banded Rail has been seen 
back at Deakin University Waurn Ponds campus after 
perhaps a 10-year absence—likely to be due to feral cat 
eradication efforts more recently. Although Gang-gang 
Cockatoos are regular at this location and at this time, it 
was a highlight observation of eight noisily moving around 
the campus. Weebills, Australia’s smallest bird, were 
again seen and heard there this month and are 
semi-regular on the campus grounds. 


As Cattle Egrets are drifting into the region, we are also 
seeing the continued arrival of altitudinal migrant birds 
coming into and through Geelong. As described last 
month, the Rose Robins and Rufous Fantails of the 
reliable Geelong Botanic Gardens have continued to 
appear with at least two of each. A Pink Robin was 
reliably seen there in recent weeks. An intriguing female 
type flycatcher of the genus Myiagra in first immature 


plumage had the experts uncertain and was left as 
Leaden/Satin Flycatcher. A Rufous Fantail has also 
been seen quietly foraging at Queens Park in the riparian 
habitat provided by deciduous trees. It is a good example 
of the need to keep your eyes open wherever you may be 
walking or travelling because interesting things do turn 
up. Flame Robins are moving into the lower altitude 
areas after breeding in the forests of the Otway Range 
and beyond. Birds have been seen at Balliang, 
Connewarre, Pt Henry and Moolap. Yellow-faced 
Honeyeaters have been well documented this month 
moving through the suburbs and across the Bellarine 
Peninsula in small numbers from single birds up to 100+ 
mostly moving noisily through treetops. As the last week 
of March rolls into mid-April the number of White-naped 
Honeyeaters in these movements increases. The exact 
destination of these birds is unknown though there is 
wholescale movement of large numbers up the eastern 
coast of Australia over late March and into April. 


Dusky Woodswallows are favourites to many birders 
with their endearing calls and close-knit family groups, so 
it was very pleasing to have reports of this species from 
Wingeel, Leopold and Connewarre —most likely banded 
together before or on migration. The record of two 
Diamond Firetails at Anakie Gorge was a wonderful 
record as these small woodland gems have been 
disappearing from our dry woodlands for years now and 
they are very rarely seen in any of the once-reliable 
locations. They are often given away by their distinctive 
plaintive drawn-out whistle and so being familiar with this 
call may enable other birds to be found. An Australian 
Owlet-nightjar was seen in daylight hours at the hollow 
of a tree at Anakie and several others heard calling in the 
same area. 


Very large mixed flocks of Fairy Martins with a 
smattering of Tree Martins have been seen at 
Sparrovale and also at Hospital Swamps this month, with 


high proportions of juvenile birds. They were 
accompanied by Welcome Swallows—a high proportion 
of which were juvenile. Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoos 
are also firm favourites for our local birders and have 
continued to be noted moving around locally. 


Very interestingly there are still signs of breeding despite 
the lateness with day length rapidly shortening but 
presumably indicate adequate food supplies and mild 
conditions to enable young to be reared. An Australian 
Pipit was seen at Connewarre carrying food and 
freezing’ in its paddock habitat. They are masters of 
keeping their ground nests well-hidden in long tussocks 
of grass. A Striated Fieldwren was seen in the same 
area with a beakful! Similarly, an Australian Magpie 
male was seen with a very full beak of worms heading off 
to presumably feed dependent young. Black-shouldered 
Kites have dependent young on the edge of Lake 
Connewearre with the adults feeding free-flying young and 
warding off a threatening Brown Falcon. 


Two Arctic Jaegers flying along the Lake Connewarre 
edge on a particularly bleak and dismal autumn day were 
probably taking a short cut from Corio Bay to Bass 
otrait—a most amazing sight. 


For the migratory Sanderling, a rare bird along our 
coastal beaches, a record of six, in non-breeding 
plumage at Blue Rocks, with Red-necked Stints, 
Red-capped Plovers and Double-banded Plovers was 
important and reinforces the point that Blue Rocks is 
something of a ‘hotspot’ for this species, especially in 
April/May and October. Two weeks earlier, six 
Sanderling were seen at Mud Islands though mostly in 
varying degrees of breeding plumage. 


Once more a sincere thank you to all who get out and 
about and then chronicle our birdlife. 


Fauna Group Activities in May 2023 


The GFNC Fauna Group will be involved in several activities this month, but no set dates have been finalised as activ- 
ities are weather dependant. If you wish to stay informed of these events, please contact Barry (details below) to get 


regular updates on what is happening. 


Tile Surveys: Several tile grids on the Bellarine Peninsula will be checked to see if wildlife is beneath them. This is a 


good time of year to find frogs beneath the tiles. 


Use of Motion Detection Cameras: The GFNC has granted funding to purchase five quality cameras to survey wild- 
life. A learning session on the use of the cameras will be scheduled once they arrive. 


Elliot Trapping: If conditions are good, some mammal surveys near the Barwon River may be undertaken on City of 


Greater Geelong land. 


Please contact Barry Lingham if you wish to attend any of these events or if you wish to be on the mailing list 


to stay informed lingham@tpg.com.au 
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Bellarine Peninsula Orange-bellied Parrot (OBP) Regional Group April 2023 


Craig Morley, Bellarine Peninsula OBP Regional Group Coordinator 


he first migrant OBP on the mainland 2023 

Over the Easter weekend (8—10 April) two adult male 
OBPs were observed on the Bellarine Peninsula. After 
much patient observation they were identified as birds 
from the Lake Connewarre captive-bred releases—one 
from 2021 and one from the 2022 release. The bird from 
the 2021 release was a mainstay of an OBP flock on the 
Bellarine Peninsula through much of autumn-winter 2022. 
This flock comprised birds from the 2022 release; up to 
six migrants to the site from Tasmania, as well as the bird 
from the 2021 release. 


Then on 11 April observers were excited to find these two 
birds with a third adult male OBP. Patient, cautious 
observation enabled identification of the unique colour 
band combination. He is the bird found at Lake 
Connewarre on 14 April 2022 and observed in the area 
until early August, frequently in the flock mentioned 
above. May he be the first of many OBPs to be found on 
the mainland in 2023. 


At the time of writing there are two OBPs reported from 
western Port Phillip and there is an exciting unconfirmed 
record of an OBP in south-east South Australia. 


It's worth remembering that we had seven migrant OBPs 
on the Bellarine Peninsula in 2022, five of which were 
recorded at Melaleuca in spring 2022! So please keep an 
eye out for grass-green Neophema when you're out and 
about in saltmarsh over coming months! If you’d like the 
ID brochure sent to you by email, please let me know. 


And if you think/know you’ve seen an OBP please 
send an email with as many details as possible to 


craigmorleyoO@bigpond.com (Bellarine Peninsula/Surf 
Coast sighting) or OBP.release@delwp.vic.qov.au 


(Western Treatment Plant). 
' E rv J T 


Photo: Craig Morley 


2023 OBP surveys 

e 20 and 21 May 

e 22 and 23 July 

e 9and10 September 
Surveys generally start 8.00 a.m. at various coastal 
saltmarsh sites around the Bellarine Peninsula and are 
usually completed by 1.00 p.m. If you wish to participate 
in the surveys this year, especially the May surveys 
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please respond ASAP specifying the date/s and lIl send 
the details for you to sign on for the 2023 OH&S 
requirements. Then in due course I'll assign you to a team 
for the survey. 


Online Neophema ID sessions 
| am offering two ID sessions via Zoom to prepare for the 
May surveys: 

e Wednesday 10 May 7. 30 p.m. 

e Thursday 11 May 7.30 p.m. 
If you'd like to participate in one of these to sharpen/ 
refresh your ID skills on parrots of the genus Neophema 
(Orange-bellied Parrot, Blue-winged Parrot and very 
rarely Elegant Parrot—though we should be aware and 
prepared) then please send through your request by 
email for the link. 


genU Fly Home 2023 Calendar Project 


OBP Photo: Morgan Tasic 


This information is provided by Teresa Lawrence, 
Coordinator, James Street Gallery: 


The 2023 Fly Home calendar produced by the artists of 
the James Street Gallery studio was an amazing success! 
With proceeds from sales, the group has now donated 
$2,500 to Moonlit Sanctuary to help their captive breeding 
program provide birds for release to the wild and 
contribute to boosting the OBP wild population. 


Artists happily donated their time and artwork to produce 
the calendar and are delighted to have made such a 
meaningful contribution to the welfare of these precious 
birds. On Friday 31 March, the James Street studio was 
treated to a virtual tour of Moonlit Sanctuary by Ash 
Herrod. 


This information is provided by Ashley Herrod Avian 
Threatened Species Coordinator, Moonlit Sanctuary 
Wildlife Conservation Park: 


The Sanctuary has updated the digital display of OBP 
information for visitors, with two new monitors, which 
display information on the captive breeding program, 
footage of captive releases and news on the wild 
population. Other considerations for improvements or 
purchases with the generous donation from the James 
Street Gallery may be equipment to monitor birds in the 
breeding facility remotely during the breeding season, and 
updating equipment for health and welfare management. 


Autumn invertebrates report 


his GFNC invertebrates report covers the first six 
weeks of autumn. During that period members added 
a further 800 observations to our iNaturalist project. 


Records of Common Brown, Imperial Jezebel, Green 
Grass-dart and Meadow Argus butterflies were in the top 
10 of the most observed species. Good numbers of Giant 
Green Slantface, Wingless Grasshopper and Australian 
Yellow-winged Locust in the Orthoptera order were 
observed—as one would expect for this time of the year. 
Also, in the top 10 species was the Australian Golden 
Orbweaver spider. This is most surprising. | would have 
expected the Leaf-curling Spider to have been the most 
recorded spider, but maybe this spider is just So common 


-r 


pare Crane Flies 


D —- « 
Pied Lacewing 


al 


= 


Yellow-headed Leafhop... 


Black and White Giant ... 


Rod Lowther 


within home gardens it is just not noteworthy to 
photograph it and upload to iNaturalist. 


The full list of more than 290 species recorded can be 


viewed via this link https://www.inaturalist.org/ 
observations ?d1=2023-03-01&d2=2023-04- 


15&place_id=any&project_id=gtfnc-invertebrates- 
collection 


Along with other iNaturalist users/contributors, | have 
selected 16 observations of species—many that have not 
been mentioned before in these invertebrate 
reports—which are included in the highlights table on 
pages 10-11. 


Oedaspis goodenia 


Yas en el a -re 
ne aC Saar aie : 


sen oe Pi e 


rore eT 


Spotted Jezebel Scorpion-tailed Spider 
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bar sai 
Tribe Pseudomorphini 


Butterflies and Moths 


À - ” 


Common Scientific Date Location Comments Observer 
Name Name Observed 


Pied Porismus 15/4/2023 | Steiglitz 
Lacewing Strigatus 
Typical Tipuloidea 9/4/2023 oteiglitz 
Crane Flies | Superfamily 


Common Cordulephya 5/4/2023 Long Forest 
ohutwing pygmaea 


Fruit Fly Oedaspis 5/4/2023 Anglesea 
goodenia 


Australian Trachymela 3/4/2023 oteiglitz 
Tortoise Sloane! 

Beetle 

Big-headed | Pheidole sp. 2/4/2023 
Ants 


White- Naupactus 19/3/2023 | Lake 
fringed leucoloma Modewarre 
Weevil 
Leaf Beetle | Paropsis 28/3/2023 

formosa 


10 Geelong Naturalist May 2023 


Anglesea 


The third most observed Lacewing 
species in the Geelong Region. This 
species is a member of the Stream 
Lacewings with most diversity around 
south-eastern Australia. While most 
larvae of this Family are aquatic 
predators, in this species the young live 
under eucalypt bark. Adults seen 
between Feb to May. 

86 species of Crane Flies exist in this fly 
Superfamily in Victoria. The Tipulidae is 
the largest family of flies in Australia with 
800 species (Australian Museum 
website). Larvae are mainly aquatic with 
some found in damp soils and rotting 
vegetation. Adults congregate on leaves 
or tree trunks for several days dispersing 
intermittently for mating flights. 

This uncommon species occurs only in 
the northern forest areas of our region. 
Here the medium sized dragonfly has 
been captured in a spider web—a 
testament to the strength of its fibres. 


The image shows a gall on Goodenia PCr 
ovata. When opened a cocoon/chrysalis 

was inside. Plants can respond to insect 

attack in many ways. One way is for a 

gall to form a kind of swelling growth like 


a benign tumour or wart in an animal or 
on a plant. 

Only the second record in our area of this 
Leaf Beetle, which feeds on eucalypts. 
Reportedly a pest species in California— 
maybe due to the absence of predators 
that exist in Australian eco-systems. 
Common name so called due to the 
characteristic of the quite shy worker ants 
that are active seed harvesters (Farrow 
2016 p. 303). 

Listed as an introduced species in 
iNaturalist with no observation records 
outside south-eastern Australia. Species 
is amember of the Curculionidae, True 
Weevil Family that forms the largest 
animal family in the world (Hangay & 
Zborowski 2010). 

This eucalypt beetle is distributed along 
the dividing ranges of eastern Australia 
with adults and larvae causing significant 


damage in forest plantations. 


| 


Name Name Observed 
Yellow- 
headed 
Leafhopper 
Black and 
White Giant 


Wii Mount A Bristle fly of the genus Formosia 
| | Duneed which can parasitise grasshoppers, 

Fly bugs, moths and beetles. The eggs are 
laid on plants that the hosts eat, 
swallowing the newly hatched larvae 
which then fully develops and exits its 
host to pupate. 

baited It has been a good season for these 

Jezebel creatures with many adult butterflies 
seen over the last two months. 


hana Highton This spider has similar behaviour to the 
Leaf-curling Spider where its body is 
made to look like a leaf for concealment. 
It is less commonly observed than the 
Leaf-curling Spider. 


Ground Pseudomorphini | 10/3/2023 | Steiglitz As name suggests, a ground roaming 
Beetle Tribe beetle living in leaf litter and decaying 
shredded bark. Over 2500 species in 
Australia within this family (Hangay & 
Zborowski 2010) making identification to 
genus level difficult. This observation is 
identified only to the level of Tribe. 
Could it be an undescribed species? 
6/3/2023 Bannockburn | An attractive wasp with the adult feeding | LBr 
on the nectar of flowers, while the 
ef female will lay her eggs on larval — 
beetles. 
Looking like a dragonfly, this insect is a 
member of the Antlions and Owlfles 
Family. 


Leipidoptera sp. 


Formosia 
speciosa 


Arachnura 
higginsi 


Scorpion- 
tailed 
Spider 


Austroscolia 
Soror 


Blue Flower 
Wasp 


Common 
Brown 
Antlion 
Moth 


Thanks to the 32 observers who contributed observations 
during the reporting period. Special mention to observers 
BML, Bernie Lingham; CFr, Chrissy Freestone; HSc, 
Helen Schofield; JN, John Newman; LBr, Lance Breguet; 
MAI, Margaret Alcorn; MH, Marilyn Hewish; PCr, Pete 
Crowcroft; Skr, Susan Kruss; WCC, Colin and Wendy 
Cook who are listed in the highlights table above. 


Next month, we will see what creatures participants of the 
City Nature Challenge have seen. The event is on over 
the last weekend of April and early May as we enter the 
colder months when invertebrates are less active. 


References: 
Crane flies, Australian Museum website https:// 
australan.museum/learn/animals/insects/crane-flies/ 


2/3/2023 Anglesea A black and white moth with the Al of 
iNaturalist suggesting 10 similar looking 
species. Moth diversity is large and like 
all insect groups the iNaturalist system 
is still very much dependant on field 
experts for confirming identifications. 


(eer CEE 


Brunotartessus ia kaama A hic hopper that specialises | in drawing an 
fulvus sap from the main veins of the eucalypt 
leaf. 


Farrow, R. (2016) Insects of South-Eastern Australia. 
CSIRO Publishing. 

Framenau, V. W., Baehr, B. C. and Zborowski, P. (2014) 
A Guide to Spiders of Australia. New Holland 
Publishing. 

Gooderham, J. and Tsyrlin, E. (2002) The Waterbug 
Book: a guide to the freshwater macroinvertebrates of 
temperate Australia. CSIRO Publishing. 

Hangay, G. and Zborowski, P. (2010) A Guide to Beetles 
of Australia. CSIRO Publishing. 

iNaturalist https://www.inaturalist.org/home 


Zborowski, P. and Story, R. (2017) Field Guide to Insects 
of Australia, 4° edn. New Holland Publishing. 


GFNC meetings are held in the Geelong Botanic Gardens meeting room, and start at 8.00 p.m. 
Entrance is at the intersection of Holt Rd and Eastern Park Circuit in Eastern Park. [Melway 452 G4] 
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GFNC Bird Group Excursion 
Thursday 25 May 2023 
Leader: Brad Ferrier 
Eynesbury (Shire of Melton) 


Eynesbury is a dry woodland Grey Box Eucalyptus microcarpa forest, a significant floral vestige in the Victorian 
landscape, with a great diversity of bird life. 


Meet: 9.00 a.m. sharp. Please arrive at least 15—20 minutes prior to departure so we can discuss the site and 
our safety protocols. 


Location: From Exford Rd, turn right into Eynesbury Rd, if coming via the Bacchus Marsh-Geelong Rd route 
(highly recommended). 


If coming via Werribee or Melbourne turn left into Eynesbury Rd; this route would definitely be more 
congested than the former. 


Travel along Eynesbury Rd, basically in a straight line for about 3 km—the road has a long sweeping 
veer to the east. 


Keep driving for 1 km and on the left (east) side of road you'll see the excursion leader's white vehicle 
parked at the roadside clearing. There is plenty of room for all vehicles. 


This is the head of the walk into the Eynesbury Grey Box forest. 


Finish: Lunch: Is a communal affair on-site at approximately 12.00—12.30 p.m. On completion of lunch, 
members may depart or stay for an additional look at another similar area close by the former site. 
Toilets: Located on-site. 


Safety: Mobile reception is good. A defibrillator and first aid kit will be carried by a volunteer/s. 
Bring: Binoculars, sunscreen, hat, clothes for all types of weather, field guides, lunch, water and a chair. 
Contact: Brad Ferrier 0438690064 bferrierOO0/@gmail.com 


GFNC Excursion 
Sunday 21 May 2023 
Leaders: Stephen Murphy and Alan Appelbe 
Campbells Point via Lake Connewarre 


Alan and Annettes’ property at Campbells Point on the shores of Lake Connewarre has a wide range of indigenous 
plants, birds and other wildlife. They have graciously allowed us to visit and experience the many natural attributes of 
the property that they have carefully managed to maintain and enhance biodiversity values of the wetlands and 
terrestrial zones. Stephen Murphy has a wide experience in managing vegetation on farmlands and he will assist in 
leading the excursion. 


We will be walking about 1.5 km along hilly tracks that require a moderate degree of fitness. 


Meet: 8.40 a.m. to complete signing in and any other OHS requirements at Gateway Sanctuary, Leopold and 
where well organise car-pooling. 
At 9.00 a.m. we will drive in convoy to the Campbells Point property via Matthews Road. We will learn 
more from Alan and Steve before walking to Lake Connewarre. 
Take morning tea to eat on the way. 


Finish: Around 12.15 p.m. Some participants may wish to have a picnic lunch together at Gateway Sanctuary after 
leaving Campbells Point. 


Bring: Morning tea/snacks/drinks to carry with you. Optional picnic lunch. 
Wet weather gear, solid footwear, hat, back-pack, binoculars, sunscreen, camera, field guides. 


Contact: Barry Lingham lingham@tpg.com.au Phone contact during the event 0417 115 109 
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Coming events 


General Meeting: Guy Dutson—Fauna of PNG 


Bird Group: Birgita Hansen—Valuing Urban 


20—21 Orange-bellied Parrot Survey—Craig Morley 
Excursion: Lake Connewarre private property 
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